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Spring is here 



EDITORIAL 

 

At the moment the rain has stopped and maybe Spring is on its way, although there 

is still a cold wind, which is holding back the grass but hopefully this will change in 

the next few weeks. 

 

In this edition Judy Wilkie has kindly written about her flock and it is gratifying to 

know that, as a relatively new shepherd (only 15 years) I am following the same 

routine as someone with considerably more experience. Her idea of filling the creep 

feeder at night in order to minimise theft by crows and rooks is something new to me 

and I will try it out. 

 

Also, Angela Reid has written a lengthy article on wool and, having read it, I am 

considerably wiser about the British Wool Marketing Board and the characteristics 

of Cotswold wool. 

 

The Winter 2010 edition had an article entitled “The View From Here” which was 

intended to be a little cameo of what has recently happened here in West Wales and I 

was hoping that three or four other members would be willing to contribute similar 

articles from different parts of the country. Sadly there has been no response from 

anyone and thus the series is not a nationwide snapshot of people’s experiences with 

Cotswold sheep. 

 

Similarly, the format of the Newsletter has altered and it would be helpful if there 

was feed back from the membership to the changes. 

 

The very cold snap just before Easter caused havoc and I hope members did not 

suffer the same fate as a neighbouring farm who had 100 lambs die in that atrocious 

weather; thankfully we lost none.  

 

Enough of my comments; I hope you enjoy this edition and I look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 

John Flanders  

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE WEYLODE FLOCK 

by  

Judy Wilkie 

 

Jim and I met when Shuttleworth College visited Studley College for a college 

dance. Now we have a smallholding in South Gloucestershire where I keep a small 

flock of Cotswolds. The sheep have always been my interest as Jim is involved with 

old machinery and documentary films, writes a monthly column in Vintage Spirit 

and has written several books. We are called the Weylode flock as Jim invented and 

we still sell the Weylode load weighing system. 

 

I am therefore, except for emergencies when I call on family help, a single handed 

shepherd. 

 

Many farms were mixed with cattle, sheep, pigs, and poultry when I started working 

in 1958 and despite milking I always managed to keep my hand in with some 

lambing. When the family came along I kept ten Gloucester Old Spot sows and 

helped run a flock of show winning Hampshires and later the first imported 

Charollais sheep which went on to win the Royal Show classes. I also ran a small 

flock of my own often being given lambs to add to my flock. 

 

When we acquired some land I decided to keep rare breed and top of the list was the 

Cotswold and I spent quite a lot of time round the show pens at the various shows 

discussing Cotswolds. 

 

My first sheep were purchased from Frank Williams as Jim knew Frank through the 

vintage movement and was happy to visit him to look at the machinery while I 

bought some sheep. As a result we came away with two shearlings and a ram, 

Haskins Garth (a premium ram before the scheme was scrapped in 1989). 

 

The first year I used Garth on all my sheep, which lambed easily and the crossbred 

lambs graded well in the market. I kept a couple of Hampshire Cotswold crosses and 

of course they looked just like Oxford Downs. Gradually I culled my commercial 

sheep and replaced them with Cotswolds and after a while I started in a small way to 

show my sheep with some success. 

 

Over the years I have enjoyed attending all the events and workshops put on by the 

Society and also the Society’s Centenary Celebration at Church House, Gloucester 

Cathedral in June 1992. Great days were spent round the ring at many shows talking 

to people like Mr Garne who had such a wealth of knowledge about Cotswolds to 



pass on. When I took on the care of my Mother I was no longer able to show my 

Cotswolds, which I greatly missed.  

 

On being asked to stand for Council I was elected and served for nine years. This 

was a most interesting time and I learnt a great deal about the organisation of the 

Society. We met in my time at Cheltenham, Tewkesbury, and latterly at Aldsworth. 

 

My flock is smaller now; only eight to ten ewes and the lambs are mainly used as 

meat for family and friends. A few are sold and made into sausages for farmers’ 

markets. The ewes make good mutton even when quite old when we normally halve 

the legs and mince the rest. Flock replacements are kept from the best ewe lambs. 

 

On the management front I continue to worm and use Vetrazine on the lambs and on 

the ewes after shearing. Since the scheme started I have vaccinated for Blue Tongue. 

At present I do not use Heptavac or similar products having stopped five years ago. 

This is partly because of the problem as usual of only having a few sheep.  

 

Since foot and mouth in 2001 when I started shearing my sheep again, I have 

continued to do them myself. I can no longer shear with the sheep sitting nor can I 

use a shearing set any more. Now I use a combination of hand shears (which must be 

kept sharp) and dressmaking scissors. Although this probably sounds odd it does 

mean that I can never develop blisters as I change over as needed and scissors are 

great for round the eyes, teats, and the rams underside. Last year Steve Parkes told 

me about Jakoti shears and they are the best I have ever used. It costs me nothing to 

shear and I can do them as early or late as I like and never have to panic about 

weather, shearers, or maggots. The sheep stand with their heads in my George 

Mudge yoke which I use for everything such as feet trimming, dosing, and even to 

hold a ewe if adopting a lamb on to her. Whilst shearing, most of my ewes cud quite 

happily although there is always one who objects the first year.  

 

It is a slow process as it can take as long as twenty to forty minutes a sheep. 

Normally I would plan to do three or four sheep a day to fit in with other work. I 

checked with the Wool Board and there is no penalty for splitting the fleece down 

the back and I have been told by a wool judge it should not cause problems when 

showing fleeces but I expect marks would be lost for presentation as it is not such a 

tidy roll. 

 

Now days I hire a tup as, for an older single handed shepherd with a small number of 

sheep, it saves so many problems. My sheep are lambed in a barn having free access 

to a yard and shut in at night because of the fox problem. As soon as they have 



lambed the lambs have their navels dipped in iodine and they are penned up with the 

ewe so they can mother up. This is rarely a problem with Cotswolds as they are such 

good mothers but the old skills of skinning a dead lamb and tying the skin onto the 

lamb to be fostered or soaking the lamb in amniotic fluid and wrapping the ewes 

cleansing around the lamb can still come in handy. We used to tie the foster lambs 

legs together for half an hour or so it does not get up like a race horse as that can 

cause suspicion to a canny ewe. Before they leave the lambing pens I tag, castrate, 

and tail the lambs as required. The ewes are wormed, foot trimmed, and dagged if 

needed. They are all fed on hay from hayracks and sheep nuts. The lambs have 

access to creep feed which I feed in a pig hut with creep rails on the front as the 

crows and rooks steal more readily if the creep feeder rack is in the field. I also fill it 

at night as this helps. My lambing percentages are usually around 170% but 200% 

has been achieved. 

 

Cotswold sheep are great to work with as they are generally placid and stay within 

the fences and walls. As a result of having my Cotswolds I have made many friends 

and by serving on Council I have learned a great deal about things to do with 

management and legislation to mention just a couple of subjects. I am so glad I 

chose Cotswold sheep and hope the Society will continue to flourish. 

 

Judy Wilkie 

 

(I was very kindly given a pair of Jakoti shears and I would fully endorse the 

comments made by Judy concerning them – Ed.)  

 

DAVID JONES  

of BWMB 

 

Last year the Cotswold Sheep Society’s Frank Williams Trophy was awarded to 

David Jones who recently retired from the British Wool Marketing Board as 

Regional Manager (Wales and Southern England) and the National Sheep 

Association have presented him with the George Hedley Memorial Award. The 

award, which is extremely prestigious, takes the form of a Cheviot sheep and is 

given to an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to the sheep 

industry.   

 

The Society has offered him their congratulations at receiving the award 

 

 

 



THE VIEW FROM HERE 

John Flanders – Hendra Vean Flock 

West Wales 

 

With my wish granted and the snow finally gone, I was looking forward to lambing 

and the prospect of warm weather with lambs gambolling in the fields, unfortunately 

that dream was shattered in early February when three of my rams were killed by 

dogs. The felony was compounded by the fact that I knew which dogs did it, but had 

no evidence; also we were not insured. For the relatively small cost involved I would 

strongly recommend that members insure their sheep against dogs attacks, it may not 

help the loss of an animal, but it will buffer the bank balance.  

 

Moving swiftly on, lambing was certainly interesting this year with, on day two, a 

ewe needing a caesarean at 5.30 am followed a few days later by a ewe with 

ringwomb. According to our vet there has been more ringwomb than usual this year. 

In our 15 years of keeping sheep we have never experienced either of these problems 

before. 

 

In December a friend recommended a different feed as he had found it to be very 

good, but on balance we have decided to return to our previous feed manufacturer. 

The average lamb weights have been much the same as last year, although we did 

have a single weighing nearly 16 lbs (7.2 kg). 

 

To date I have only single tagged the lambs until they leave the farm, but this year 

we have had a change of policy and decided to double tag early on those that will be 

sold at the local mart, and that includes all the ram lambs unless they are 

exceptionally good and any ewe lambs that we would not want to keep as 

replacements or sell for breeding. The advantage of this approach is that those to be 

sold are readily identifiable. 

 

Now that the weather is improving I shall go out and chain harrow some of the 

fields. 

 

John Flanders 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOOL and the WOOL BOARD 
History 
The Cotswold sheep has a long and distinguished history. There has been a good 
deal of research into its past and a considerable amount of disagreement about its 
origins. The most commonly held belief is that this large sheep with its lustrous wool 
arrived with the Romans who felt that our small native breeds did not produce wool 
of sufficient quality to keep them warm through our bitter winters.  There are others 
who say this is incorrect and that the Cotswold sheep was already here prior to the 
arrival of the Romans. While its early history is shrouded in confusion, there is little 
disagreement that wool from Cotswold sheep has played an important part in the 
development of the towns and villages of the Cotswold Hills. Wool, that was once so 
important to the wider economy that it was said that the wealth of England rode on 
the back of a sheep, has in recent times become almost worthless. 
 

 

 
 
 

'Long soft shearling fleece - perfect for worsted cloth' 


