
Three Counties Rare Breed Show Sunday 21st June 2009 
 

I was fortunate enough to be asked to judge the Cotswold sheep exhibits at this years Three Counties Rare Breed 
show. Although the entry was not as large as I have seen in previous years there were some very nice Cotswolds 
on display and I congratulate the breeders for their hard work and continued commitment to maintaining the 
breed. 
 
The Senior ram class was won by Nick Cater with his 4 tooth ram, this ram still has a little way to go before he 
matures fully but he is well on his way to being a good mature ram with plenty of size with a nice fleece. 
 
The Shearling Ram class was won by Kate Kay with a very nice ram showing lots of promise and being in very 
good condition on the day, not easy with a growing animal that is constantly changing. 
 
The Ram lamb class was won by Norman Kay with the eventual breed champion ram lamb.  This lamb caught 
my eye when he walked in the ring and outshone everything around him.  He showed a lot of class and looked 
full of personality and character.  He has excellent conformation, a terrific fleece and walked better than anything 
else.  He tracked up perfectly, this ability to walk properly put him in a different class to many of the other 
exhibits.  He stood out not only in this class but in the final line up for Breed Champion. 
 
Senior ewe, Derek Cross had his normal high class senior ewes present so I was not surprised when I handed the 
first prize to his son Philip.  This was a really nice strong ewe with a typical head and good solid body without 
being too fat. 
 
Shearling ewe was won by Kate Kay with a nice shearling, well grown with lots of promise 
 
Ewe Lamb, Derek Cross showed us how he starts his cracking ewes, this lovely ewe lamb will one day be 
continuing his winning ways in the senior ewe classes.  
 
Group of three, this is my favourite class as it gives the breeders a chance to show off their flocks, and they did 
to magnificent effect.  My only disappointment was that I could not give them all a first prize as on this occasion 
they all deserved it.  Eventually I awarded first prize to Norman and Kate Kay as not only had they brought out 3 
first prize winners, the sheep all looked the part and as with the other flocks had a definate identifiable stamp 
about them. 
 
The championship was tense to say the least.  I told all the exhibitors that the slate was wiped clean and we start 
again, they had all got good sheep and it was theirs to lose.  Not that I wanted to put any pressure on them!  It is 
at this stage that showmanship starts to play its part and they rose to challenge, which only served to make my 
job harder.  Should I play safe and give it to the senior ram or do I give it to the outstanding ram lamb.  Was I 
right  to give it to the ram lamb.  I think so as he went on to become Reserve Champion in the Interbreed 
Longwool class beaten only by the ewe that went on be eventual champion sheep and overall show champion.  
As the interbreed judge told me after wards, ‘that is a classy little lamb’. 
 
Paul Froehlich 
 



 
 
Kate and Norman Kay helped by Rob Harvey Long with their first placed ram lamb, shearling ewe and shearling 
ram. 
 



 
 
The Cross family with their group of three, including their first placed senior ewe. 
 



 
 
Alex Field with her group of three - including her cracking little ewe lamb. 
 



 
 
Nick and Joy Cater helped by Derek Cross with Nick’s group of three including his reserve breed champion ram 
 



 
 
Norman Kay with his outstanding ram lamb and breed champion 
 



 
 
Nick Cater with his senior ram and reserve breed champion 


